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in which' the preacher described heaven as an eternal Sunday. There is no accounting for taste, but if this be so, I do not intend to go there ; and feel no shame in avowedly preferring the paradise which, so the Prophet said, lies under the shadow of swords.
The fact that Moslem communities find religion an obstacle to their progress in civilization is not, as has been pointed out, entirely the fault of the former. It would not be possible, as has been well said, to conduct Great Britain's foreign policy on lines consistent with a perfectly literal interpretation of the cc sermon on the Mount." Yet every official act in Turkey has to be made to fit in somehow with a " sacred law " derived from the Koran and traditions which, like the law of the Medes and Persians, cannot alter. So far from a more liberal interpretation becoming gradually accepted, the opposite has occurred. A general prohibition against usury is now made to include the businesses of bankers and insurance companies. These very qualities of directness and invariability are a source of strength as well as weakness. Believers are told what to do and what not to do in terms which leave no room for misunderstanding and little to the imagination. Sentiment and emotionalism are conspicuously absent from the Koran ; a spade is called a spade, and trivialities are brushed aside. A night spent in arms in a righteous cause or a kind action done to the poor or fatherless are worth in the sight of God, we are assured, months of prayer and fasting. This habit of literal acceptance causes Moslems to give practical effect to the dictum that the believers are brothers, irrespective of race or colour, and explains the success and growing power of Islam in Africa to-day.
In the conclusion of the writer, religion has had very little to do with the development of the Near East for a long time past. Every country, it is said, gets the Government it deserves. Had the Turks in the days of their conquests and expansion adopted Christianity instead of Islam as their State religion, it is doubtful whether the Ottoman Empire of to-day would be better governed or more progressive than it actually is. Few people, at any rate, who have had opportunities for observing Christian and Moslem populations of the same race, living under